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S. <U> PA— SUPPORT FOK INCREASE* KfCKSC SPENDING RISES 
FURTHER IN WAKE OF AFGHANISTAN; LARGE HAJOKITY NOW VIEWS ~ 
U.S. fllLlftRY POWER iNADEflUATE RELATIVE TO USSR 

<U> THE SOVIET INVASION OF AFGHANISTAN HAS INTENSIFIED 
RECENT TRENDS IN AFRICAN ATTITUDES TOWARD DEFENSE SPENDING 
AND U.S. niLlTARY POWER VIS-A-VIS THE- USSR: <1> A LARGE 
BAJORITY Cbl PERCENT* NOW FAVORS AN INCREASE IN DEFENSE 
SPENDING* A LEVEL OF SUPPORT NOT APPROACHED SINCE 11SOV 
AND «> A COnPARABLE HAJORITY ikH PERCENT* NOW WISHES TO 
SEE THE U.S. niLlTARlLY STRONGER THAN THE USSR. FURTHER- 
MORE ^ THE PROPORTION WHO PERCEIVE THE U.S. AS HILITARILY 
WEAKER HAS RISEN TO THE HIGHEST LEVEL OF RECENT YEARS. 

t-> BETWEEN EARLY USD AND EARLY 1560* THE PUBLIC'S 
ATTITUDE TOWARD DEFENSE ZPCkilHQ SWUNG IN A PENDULUn-LIKE 
CJRVE— FROn A PEAK IN M50* IT BOTTOflED OUT IN llbV AND 
SINCE THEN HAS KlltH STEADILY TO A NEW PEAK THIS YEAR. THE 
StiIFTS IN OPINION CAN BE TRACED BY COflPARlNG THE RESPONSES 
TO SiniLARLY-WORDED flUESTIONS ASKED BY THE GALLUP POLL IN 
11SQ AND lib 1 ) AND BY THE NBC POLL IN 1171 AND HAD- 

| <J> N8C ASKED: "DO YOU THINK THAT THE DEFENSE BUDGET FOR 
KEXT YEAR SHOULD BE INCREASED « DECREASED* OR SHOULD IT BE 
KEPT THE SAflE AS IT IS HOW*" 

1/21-30 1/17-1A 12/11-12 1/10-11 

had iiaq n?i 1171 ?/wi 3/so 

<PERCENTAGE> 

INCREASED Wl h3 51 3A A kH 

KEPT SAHE 11 21 31 3d 31 2* 

DECREASED 5 6 1 lb SB ? 

NOT SURE ? A 1 10 1 5 

tU> THE PUBLIC'S INCREASING DISSATISFACTION WITH U.S. 
niLlTARY CAPABILITY IS TRACED THROUGH CHANGING RESPONSES TO 
TWO flUESTIONS POSED BY THE HARRIS AND NBC POLLS THAT _ 
eScOYED SIMLA* WORDING. RESPONDENTS WERE ASKED ABOUT 
<1> THEIR PERCEPTION OF U.S. MILITARY POWER RELATIVE TO THE 
USSR, AND C2> THEIR PREFERENCES REGARDING U-S- HILITARV 
rOwER RELATIVE TO THE USSR: 
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HILITARY STRENGTH RELATIVE TO USSR: 
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<U> BETWEEN LATE 117k ANB LATE 1171v AN INCREASING PROPOR- 
TION OP THE PUBLIC CANE TO PERCEIVE THE U.S. AS MILITARILY 
'WEAKER 4 * THAN THE USSR. OVER THE SAME PERIOBi 10 PERCENT 
OF THE PUBLIC BIVIBEB FAIRLY EVENLY BETWEEN THOSE WHO 
PREFERRED TO BE 'STRONGER" THAN THE SOVIET UNION ANt THOSE 
SATISFIEB TO BE "AS STRONG*. 

<U> THE POLL CONBUCTEB IN LATE JANUARY HBO SHOWS THAT 
THE PUBLIC'S PREFERENCES AN» PERCEPTIONS REGARDING 
U.S— SOVIET MILITARY STRENGTH WERE MARKEDLY ALTEREB BY 
RECENT EVENTS. THE PROPORTION OF THE PUBLIC PREFERRING 
THAT THE U.S. BE "STRONGER** AND THE PROPORTION PERCEIVING 
THE U.S. AS "WEAKER* ROSE APPRECIABLY. MILITARY PARITY 
WITH THE SOVIET UNION IS NOT SATISFACTORY TO A SUABLE 
MAJORITY OF THE AMERICAN PUBLIC MORE THAN EVER BEFORE % 
AMERICANS WANT TO BE "NUMBER ONE* MILITARILY* BUT PERCEIVE 
THE UNITED STATES AS CURRENTLY BEING "NUMBER TWO". 
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